


Culture of Peace - definition
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. soclety-wide practices and habits that
promote peace

_a positive way of viewing peace as much
more than the mere absence of war




Culture of Peace 1
Formal Declaration

The United Nations officially declared the
first decade of the 21st century the
International Decade for a Culture of

Peace.
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_ Many millions world-wide have signed its
pledge




Culture of Peace 1 Pledge

First 2 of 6 items are:

. Respect the life and dignity of each human
being without discrimination or prejudice

_ Practice active nonviolence, rejecting violence
In all it forms . . . in particular towards the most
deprived and vulnerable such as children and
adolescents.




Culture of Life - Definition

A society -wide practices and
habits that promote protection
of vulnerable human lives

A a positive assertion of the
value of life, much more than
mere opposition to abortion,
Infanticide, and euthanasia.




Culture of Life 1
Formal Declaration
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1995 encycli cal, n Go s

A used by Catholic, Protestant, and
other religious groups as well as
secular groups




Culture of Life 1
Founding Principles

A Respect the life and dignity of each
human being without discrimination

or prejudice

A Rejecting violence, in particular
towards the most deprived and
vulnerable such as children (in the
womb or recently born) and people
who are disabled or terminally ill




Can we ever build one of these cultures
without also building the other?
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Link:
i The Death Penalty

A John Paul Il did include opposition to
the death penalty in the Culture of Life.




i The Death Penalty

A Peace Issue: a use of weapons against
an enemy, differing from war only In
iIndividually targeting those who
presumably commit criminal homicide.

A Life Issue: euthanasia for the guilty,
another example of trying to solve
problems by killing individuals

10



i Death Penalty

nlf we're tryilng t
of life, It's difficult to have the state
sponsoring execut

-- conservative Republican U.S. Senator
Sam Brownbeck

Gl oria Borger, A U5 Wews &no World Repoet Adrilall, B005y p. &4
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Link: Racism

The Culture of Peace
opposes discrimination
and prejudice.

Minority ethnic groups
are ovefrepresented
as people targeted by
death row and war




Racism

The Culture of Life
protects vulnerable humans.

Abortion clinic location shows
that minority ethnic groups
are targeted for abortion.
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A Threat to Both Cultures:
The War of Words

Dehumanizing language targets people as:

A deficient humans

A non-humans or non-persons
A parasites

A diseases

A waste products
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