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FROM GRIEF TO DEFENSE OF LIFE  
By John Whitehead

Vicki Schieber’s work against the death penalty comes out of 
profound personal tragedy. Her daughter, Shannon, was raped 
and murdered fi fteen years ago, on May 7, 1998. Despite their 
grief, Schieber and her husband Sylvester did not desire the 
death penalty for Shannon’s killer and since then have been 
involved in anti-death penalty activism.

Schieber, who today is education coordinator for the Catholic 
Mobilizing Network to End the Use of the Death Penalty, told 
her and Shannon’s story at the Dorothy Day Catholic Work-
er, a Consistent Life member group in Washington, D.C., on
September 6, 2013.

Shannon was very precocious and had a desire from very early 
on to make a difference in the world. She was active in the fam-
ily’s Catholic parish doing social justice work. After graduating 
from Duke University, Shannon was accepted at the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton Business School in Philadelphia: 
she thought a degree from Wharton would give her the tools to 
generate money for charitable work. 

As Schieber recounted it, the family took a great deal of care 
to ensure Shannon would be safe in Philadelphia. They vis-
ited the Wharton campus and asked about crime statistics 
and which areas were safe, and Shannon eventually got an 
apartment in the city. As the family would later discover, 
however, a series of rapes had occurred in the area in the 
recent past. Although women reported the crimes, the police 
did not properly record them, and the incidents subsequently 
did not show up in crime statistics. Schieber explained that the 
Philadelphia police department was concerned about attracting 
businesses and college students to the city and wanted to make 
Philadelphia look safe: this led to the poor reporting.

Story continues on page 4.
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Shannon Schieber (photo courtesy of Vicki and Sylvester Schieber)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Consistent Life will be engaged in a great many activities in 
the approaching new year. In 2014, we will once again have 
a presence at a number of events surrounding the anni-
versary of Roe v. Wade. We plan to have a presence at both 
the March for Life in Washington, D.C., on January 22 and 
the West Coast Walk for Life in San Francisco on January 25.  
At the D.C. March, we will gather on the Mall side of the 
Natural History Museum to participate again in the “For Peace 
& ALL Life Meetup” of like-minded groups sponsored by our 
friends at Life Matters Journal. We expect to have a post-March 
gathering of CL members and friends after the March for 
Life ends. 

More details on these activities will be shared in our 
e-letter Peace & Life Connections and on the Web. If you are 
interested in participating but prefer not to use electronic 
communications, call us at 866-444-7245 as we get close to 
the time of the events.

We also plan to exhibit at the Students for Life conferenc-
es in the D.C. area on January 21 and in San Francisco on 
January 26.  In addition, we will exhibit at the Cardinal 
O’Connor Conference on January 20 in D.C. and at the March 
for Life hotel in D.C. on January 21-22.

– Bill Samuel, President 

(l-r) CL Board member Rachel Muha and Vicki Schieber, speaking at the 
workshop on reconciliation at CL’s 25th anniversary conference last year



As a consistent-life-ethic Catholic, I’ve dedicated some 
afternoons to 40 Days for Life, the pro-life campaign that 
involves prayer, fasting, peaceful vigils outside abortion 
providers, and other activities.  We stand in front of an 
abortion center in Beaverton, Oregon, and hold the typical 
signs: “Stop Abortion,” “Abortion stops a beating heart,” etc.

The typical literature lies on the table set up by the vigil’s 
organizers: information about counseling for people who 
have had abortions and crisis pregnancy center phone 
numbers. The table also includes fl yers supporting 
the more conservative candidates and literature that 
attacks President Obama not only for his horrifi c record on 
abortion but for his support for programs aimed at helping 
the poor, for tax policies that involve the wealthier paying 
more, and for other progressive positions not directly related 
to abortion. The presence of this kind of literature, which 
I see as refl ecting a “pro-birth” but not a “pro-life” stance, 
disappoints me. So I have conversations with people. 
Conversations about life. What does it mean to be pro-life? 
Can you be pro-life if you are only against abortion but do not 
support giving help to families so that they can support their 
children? Can you be pro-life and pro-death penalty? 

I fi nd very few people who can get beyond “don’t kill your 
baby.” That sounds very stark and blunt, and for me it is sad 
and disappointing. My work is cut out for me. 

But I keep going back. And talking to people. It’s important 
that they see me out there, supporting them in their efforts 
to educate people about abortion, alternatives to abortion, 
and the power of the spirit. It’s important because they see 
too many “liberals” out there working for those things they 
don’t support: funding for programs for the poor, peace, 
and an end to the death penalty. They need to see that we 
have some common ground. And from that common ground, 
conversation begins.

I pass out some Consistent Life materials when it seems 
appropriate.  I join in the prayers. And I leave with promises 
to return to stand with them for life.
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STANDING IN THE 40 DAYS 
FOR LIFE LINE
By Lisa Stiller

SPREADING THE WORD... 
IN A VARIETY OF SETTINGS
By John Whitehead

 Need a GREAT Holiday Gift?  
Visit the Consistent Life On-Line Store. 

                                                         
http://www.cafepress.com/lifecounts 

CL Board member Lisa Stiller and CL President Bill Samuel staff  an exhibit 
table at the Wild Goose Festival.

Consistent Life has been extremely active in 2013: we have 
been getting our message out in various ways, including atten-
dance at a variety of conferences. Most have been events held 
by faith-based groups—the 40th anniversary of our member 
group Evangelicals for Social Action, the annual gathering of 
the Friends (Quakers) General Conference, the National Con-
ference of Catholic Women, the Orthodox Peace Fellowship —
but some have been secular events, such as a gathering of the 
War Resisters League and the fi rst annual pro-life conference at 
Yale University. These conferences have usually been attended 
by at least one CL Board member, and we have often had an 
exhibit table for displaying literature and other materials. 

A common and very encouraging characteristic of our experi-
ences at these events is the generally positive reaction CL and 
its message of defending life against a variety of threats (and 
across conventional ideological categories) receives.  CL Board 
member Lisa Stiller reported that at the National Conference of 
Catholic Women many people took the free literature available, 
including copies of the CL newsletter and our cards featuring 
“consistent life ethic heroes” such as Gandhi, Dorothy Day, Sister 
Helen Prejean, Martin Sheen, and Abby Johnson. The Johnson 
cards were particularly good as conversation starters, perhaps 
because NCCW attendees tend to think of her as a “conservative” 
fi gure and her adherence to the consistent life ethic seems coun-
terintuitive. “A few people,” Lisa commented, “asked if we 
provide speakers” (we do, and we welcome opportunities to speak 
at conferences).

Lisa and CL President Bill Samuel encountered a similarly 
sympathetic reaction at the Wild Goose Festival, an annual 
outdoor event held in North Carolina that brings together those 
of a spiritual and progressive bent. People there were “really 
friendly” and “were there to engage in conversations.” 

At the Vita et Veritas Conference, Yale’s pro-life event, CL Sec-
retary John Whitehead found many attendees sympathetic to 
and even enthusiastic about pursuing the pro-life cause within 
the context of the consistent life ethic.  
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The CL-friendly atmosphere was not limited to attendees, 
either, but refl ected in the speakers, who included Kelsey 
Hazzard and Sally Winn from CL member groups Secular 
Pro-Life and Feminists for Life, respectively, as well as CL 
friend Mary Meehan (who spoke on “Why Liberals Should Be 
Pro-Life”) and CL Advisory Board member Aimee Murphy. 
Moreover, speakers with no prior affi liation with CL sounded 
consistent-life-ethic notes in their remarks. 

In addition to promoting our mission through speakers and 
one-on-one conversations, CL also benefi ted from the exposure 
our name and related materials received at these events. At the 
Evangelicals for Social Action anniversary event, CL ads and 
notices were very much on display: on the conference agenda, 
on a banner outside the main meeting room, and elsewhere. 
At the Friends General Conference gathering, books by CL 
Vice President Rachel MacNair—many of which are explicitly 
consistent life and all of which are consistent-life friendly—
were on display in the bookstore at the gathering.

Our reception has not always been universally positive. At the 
conference of Call to Action, an organization for Catholics who 
disagree with offi cial Church teaching on many issues, Lisa 
noted that some people disagreed with CL’s pro-life stance. 
This led to some “tough conversations, but ones that we were 
there to have.” In general, though, “most of the people who 
spoke to us were very positive. Many said they were glad we 
were there and glad to see the literature we had that helped to 
connect abortion to the other life issues.” 

Bill noted that if people can look beyond conventional politi-
cal categories of “liberal,” “conservative,” and the like—or 
are even actively opposed to such categories—that can make 
them a friendlier audience for CL. “At Wild Goose,” he said, 
“folks aren’t happy with the typical boxes into which our 
society groups people, and so it was a positive that we don’t fi t 
those boxes.”

(l-r) CL friend Mary Meehan and Kelsey Hazzard of member group Secular Pro-
Life at the Vita et Veritas Conference.

CL Board members Lisa Stiller and Tony Masalonis at the Call to Action conference.

BOOKS OF NOTE - REVIEW
FOR LOVE OF ANIMALS: Christian Ethics, Consistent 
Action by Charles Camosy (Franciscan Media, 2013)

By Vasu Murti

For Love of Animals: Christian Ethics, Consistent Action offers the reader an introduc-
tion to animal rights ethics alongside directly related sanctity-of-life issues, such as the 
rights of unborn children, within a Christian framework. The book’s foreword is written 
by Mary Eberstadt, a senior fellow with the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washing-
ton, D.C., and a devout Catholic who identifi es herself as “Pro-Animal, Pro-Life.”

Author Charles Camosy responds to criticisms from academicians Peter Singer and Lynn 
White Jr. that the Christian misinterpretation of “human dominion” (versus compas-
sionate stewardship) is responsible for the current ecological crisis. Camosy indicates 
that Christianity cannot be blamed if humans, with their imperfections, distort their own 
religious teachings, that Christianity did not give rise to the industrial revolution, and 
that real Christianity–as it was meant to be practiced–is at odds with market-driven 
ethics and mass consumerism (a point made decades ago by liberal Protestant theologian 
Dr. Harvey Cox).                                                                      Story continues on page 5.
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FROM GRIEF TO DEFENSE OF LIFE 
continued from page 1

Further failure by law enforcement offi cers followed. On the 
night of the crime, when neighbors in Shannon’s apartment 
building heard noises that suggested something was going on 
in her apartment, they called 911. The police came but, fi nding 
no answer at the door and no sign of forced entry, left without 
breaking down the door. Shannon would eventually be found by 
her brother Sean, who was visiting Philadelphia and got into the 
apartment with a neighbor’s help.

As she dealt with her grief, Schieber was helped by her Catho-
lic faith and the knowledge that her anger over her daughter’s 
murder would destroy her if she let it. The Schieber family was 
also helped by the support of their parish community at Blessed 
Sacrament in Washington, D.C.

Catching Shannon’s killer ultimately took 4 years, after he had 
moved to another state and committed more rapes. He pled 
guilty to all the crimes he was charged with. The Schiebers had 
to struggle against the prosecutor in the case, who wanted to 
impose the death penalty. In the end, the killer was sentenced to 
life imprisonment. Schieber noted that had he been sentenced to 
death, it could have taken up to 16 or 17 years for the sentence 
to be carried out. This drawn-out process can wreak havoc on 
victims’ families, and she was glad not to have to put her family 
through that ordeal.

Her tragic experience of murder and its aftermath motivated 
Schieber to pursue anti-death penalty activism. In addition to 
her work with the Catholic Mobilizing Network, she teaches a 
course on the death penalty at Mount St. Mary’s University and 
was involved in the recent successful campaign to repeal the 
death penalty in Maryland.

Another result of Shannon’s case was the exposure of the 
Philadelphia police department’s failure both to report 
crimes and to respond effectively to the 911 call. This led to 
changes to police practices in Philadelphia and elsewhere. 
Some 2,000 Philadelphia police cases were re-opened and 
correctly identifi ed as assaults. The review found that 1,200 
cases—60 percent of those audited—were reclassifi ed as 
felonious assaults.  Also, police handling of rape cases is now 
subject to external review in the city. Today, 1,680 police 
departments around the country have training programs to 
ensure effective responses to 911 calls and actions to be taken 
by the offi cers before departing from the scene.

In her talk, Schieber discussed the importance of giving 
support to the families of murder victims so they can 
continue with their lives. She commented on the injus-
tice of innocent people ending up on death row: to date, 
142 people who were on death row have been exonerated, 
some after more than 10 or even 20 years. She also offered 
some practical suggestions for anti-death penalty activism. 

Consistent Life
P.O. Box 9295

Silver Spring, MD 20916-9295
Phone (Toll free) 1-866-444-7245 

Fax 413-485-2881
info@consistent-life.org

From War to Peace recycles weapons of 
war into works of peace: beautiful jewelry. 
The jewelry comes from copper recycled 
from disarmed nuclear weapon cables, with 
multiple inspections for safety and freedom 
from radioactivity. Creating this jewelry is 
helping to launch peace in the 21st century.

You get a 5 percent discount, and Consistent 
Life gets 20 percent of the purchase price, 
if you use this coupon code at the time of 
purchase: consistentlife.

Check out www.fromwartopeace.com

 JEWELRY WITH A MESSAGE

States where retention of the death penalty is uncertain 
tend to become the focus of activism. Delaware is one state 
where a debate over repealing the death penalty is ongoing. 
She urged people, especially young people, to talk about 
the issue, make others aware of it, and to change minds 
about it.

More information about the Catholic Mobilizing Network 
to End the Use of the Death Penalty is available at http://
catholicsmobilizing.org/. Resources for helping the families 
of murder victims are available at Murder Victims’ Families 
for Human Rights (http://www.mvfhr.org/) and Journey of 
Hope (http://journeyofhope.org/).
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Camosy discusses the moral status of animals in the Bible 
from Genesis to the Peaceable Kingdom in Isaiah 11:6-9, 
reconciling animal sacrifi ces and Jesus’ miracles such as the 
multiplication of loaves and fi shes with the vegetarian view 
and downplaying the apostle Paul’s dim view of animals 
by contrasting his words on animals with those of Jesus. 
Camosy discusses early Christian saints and other great 
fi gures in the Christian tradition. He also discusses current 
Christian teachings on animals, including animal-friendly 
statements by recent popes. Subsequent chapters discuss 
factory farming, eating meat, research, hunting, and pets.

In 1992, my pro-life friends in Life Chain couldn’t 
understand my bringing up the issue of animal rights among 
pro-lifers and trying to show that the Bible and the 
Christian tradition support the vegetarian way of life. 
They compared it to the Pharisees trying to trap Jesus in 
his own words, whereas I, having 
researched the long history of 
animal advocacy and vegetarianism 
within Christianity, saw it as being 
as reasonable and mainstream as 
someone from a pro-life Christian 
denomination discussing sanctity-
of-life issues with someone from a 
pro-choice Christian denomination.

Charles Camosy writes: “About ten 
years ago I became convinced that, 
if I wanted to be authentically and 
consistently pro-life, I should give 
up eating meat.” The International 
Network for Religion and Animals 
(INRA) was founded in 1985, and 
since then dozens of books have 
been written on Christianity and 
animal rights. There is enough 
of a long history of concern for 
animals and vegetarianism in 
Christianity to provide the basis 
for Christians to be “Pro-Animal, Pro-Life,” and Camosy 
provides an overview of animal rights and animal ethics 
within the Christian tradition.

For a detailed study of religion and animals, see Vasu 
Murti’s They Shall Not Hurt or Destroy: Animal Rights 
and Vegetarianism in the Western Religious Traditions 
(Vegetarian Advocates Press, 2003). Copies are available 
at the address below for $15 (includes shipping & handling):

VEGETARIAN ADVOCATES PRESS
PO Box 201791 | Cleveland, OH  44120

For a defense of animal rights from a pro-life perspective, 
see Matthew Scully’s “Pro-Life, Pro-Animal” in National 
Review, available at: http://www.nationalreview.com/
article/359761/pro-life-pro-animal-matthew-scully. 

BOOKS OF NOTE - REVIEW
The Sacredness of Human Life: 
Why an Ancient Biblical Vision is Key to 
the World’s Future  by David P. Gushee 
(Eerdmans, 2013)

By Rob Arner

With his latest offering, Consistent Life endorser and 
leading evangelical Christian ethicist Dr. David Gushee 
offers a magisterial treatment of the value of the human 
person and the moral obligations that fl ow from a recog-
nition of that value. The purpose of the book is two-fold. 
First, Gushee seeks to demonstrate to a world in which 
people are consistently devalued, mistreated, and killed 
that human life is sacred.  From his Christian theological 
perspective, Gushee grounds human value and sacredness 

not in any quality intrinsic to human nature, 
nor in any achievement or potential abilities of 
human beings, but in the fact that God (the 
source of all value) has declared human 
beings to be sacred and therefore of infi nite 
value. As he puts it in his carefully nuanced 
defi nition of the sacredness of human life, 
“this means that God has consecrated each 
and every human being—without exception 
and in all circumstances—as a unique and 
irrevocably precious being of elevated status 
and dignity” (p. 33). 

Chapters on the concept of human sacred-
ness in the Old Testament, the ministry of 
Jesus, and the ancient Christian church, as 
well as surveys of highlights (and lowlights) 
of the concept within the Western intellectual 
tradition (such as the Enlightenment, 
Nietzsche, and Nazism), explore the differ-
ent ways that human sacredness has been 
attended to or neglected and the histori-
cal consequences of such reverence or 
disregard for human value.

The other task of the book is to clearly lay out the implications 
and obligations that follow from a proper appreciation of 
human sacredness. The book’s fi nal chapters contain 
careful treatments of contemporary moral issues, such 
as abortion, capital punishment, women’s rights, and 
environmental ethics, in light of the book’s central 
sacredness theme. 

Chapter 11 saves Gushee’s sacredness ethic from anthropo-
centrism or speciesism by exploring the positive value and, 
indeed, sacredness of God’s non-human creation as well. 

In sum, this book will be an invaluable Christian contribu-
tion to the protection of all life because of its grounding of a 
consistent life ethic in God’s ascription of infi nite value to 
each human being.

Continued from page 3



Consistent Life
OUR MISSION
We are committed to the protection of life, which is threatened in 
today’s world by war, abortion, poverty, racism, capital punishment 
and euthanasia.

We believe that these issues are linked under a ‘consistent ethic of life’.  
We challenge those working on all or some of these issues to maintain 
a cooperative spirit of peace, reconciliation, and respect in protecting 
the unprotected.

OUR PURPOSE
We serve the anti-violence community by connecting issues, building 
bridges, and strengthening the case against each kind of socially-ap-
proved killing by consistently opposing them all.

DISCLAIMER
Consistent Life is a network of groups and individuals who agree on 
our mission statement and join together in working for the consistent 
life ethic. While some member groups focus on a particular strategy, 
the Network’s Board supports all non-violent strategies to protect the 
unprotected, whether education, legislation, civil disobedience, prayer, 
or service. Although as an organization we do not necessarily endorse 
all viewpoints expressed in our newsletter—we recognize that there 
is a diversity of views within our constituency on many topics—we 
appreciate all points of view on how to advance the consistent life ethic.

PEACE AND LIFE CONNECTIONS
SIGN UP TODAY!!!!

This weekly email publication contains brief notes, including 
action suggestions, news of events past and present, notifi cations 

of resources available,  and relevant quotations.

 www.consistent-life.org/weekly.html

TWITTER
CL is now on Twi  er! 
Please follow us at “ConsistentLife”
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